
2012 LAPS workshop LAPS Applications breakout 
 
User requests: 
 
Need to be easier to incorporate new data sets.  GUI or wizard to add data sets.   
 
Improve sat & cloud packages 
 
New sat assim capabilities 
 
Problem: Need to convert data before laps can use it 
Are there plans to make more converters available?  Sat, radar, etc. 
Metosat – can available converts be brought into the repo 
 
 
User do not always have to have time to upgrade.  Has gotten easier, but takes a few 
days.  Upgrades maybe one per year. 
 
 
VLAPS --  need to complete implementation and write tutorial 
 
Need to write tutorial so community can start using variational 
 
What expected from document?  What level of detail needed?  Need basics; how to 
turn it on, new parameters, new portions of software, etc… 
 
Need README and what has changed. 
 
 
Can NWS help facilitate a LAPS user group?  Can we get new set of LAPS champions. 
 
ARL – how does a new user get started?  Need tutorial? 
 
European user – need to ingest MSG  
 
Found difficulty in updating boundary conditions.  Are there tools to perform the BC 
updates.  Need tutorial for BC adjustment. 
 
Maybe direct contact to LAPS group is the best way to get started.  When this 
happens how can this info be captured for the next user? 
 
Need different levels of tutorials – end user newbee, system administrator, 
forecaster 
 
 
 



 
Tutorials are needed; readme is too long 
Need specific tutorials – sys admin, new user, how to use variational code, more 
detail on new features in this release 
 
Direct contact by new user to LAPS developers seems to be a good way to get 
started.  But when this happens how does this information get captured for the next 
user.  Maybe incorporate into tutorials. 
 
Users do not have lots of time to upgrade.  Upgrades need to be as easy as possible.   
Maybe an install/upgrade/test wizard would make sense.   
 
 
NWS will make LAPS training available to user community.  
 
User wants to be able to compare LAPS output with that from other NWPs. 
 
How does one migrate to vlaps without clobbering what clobbering what they have?  
Need to know what to watch, what are the pitfalls. 
 
Need to add a land surface package.   
 
Need BC adjustment to be automatic.  Or at least document the procedure. 
 
VLAPS --  need to complete implementation and write tutorial 
 
Need converters for all types of satellites in the sky to be in the repository.  Can 
those already written by the user community be brought back to ESRL? 
 
 
Will AWIPSII be available to users outside of NWS? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


